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By Terry A. Hurlbut September 29, 2022

Jackie Walorski at top of mind
cnav.news/2022/09/29/accountability/executive/jackie-walorski-top-mind/

Remember Jackie Walorski? CNAV certainly remembers covering her tragic death in one of
the most common types of highway traffic accident. That happened last August, and
President Biden should have remembered it. After all, he expressed official condolences. So
why was he actually expecting to see her at a White House event yesterday? And how could
his press secretary have dropped the ball, after serving in that position long enough to know
the extra duties the position now includes, with this President, of all people?

Remembering Jackie Walorski

Regular readers will remember CNAV’s earlier coverage of the accident the claimed the life
of Rep. Jackie Walorski (R-Ind.-2nd). That includes this straight-news article and two in-
depth analyses, here and here. Briefly, thus: she was returning from a ribbon-cutting
ceremony. One of her two aides, Zachary Potts, was driving. At the critical moment, he tried
to pass a car on a two-lane highway – always a hazardous thing to do. That goes double
when you’re already driving at or faster than the posted speed limit. He swung out to pass –
and ran head-on into a car driven by 56-year-old Edith Schmucker. Everyone in both cars –
Schmucker, Potts, Communications Director Emma Thompson, and Rep. Walorski – died.

https://cnav.news/2022/09/29/accountability/executive/jackie-walorski-top-mind/
https://cnav.news/2022/08/06/accountability/legislative/indiana-rep-jackie-walorski-killed-in-car-crash/
https://cnav.news/2022/08/04/news/walorski-jackie-rip/
https://cnav.news/2022/08/05/accountability/executive/jackie-walorski-new-info/
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This information was a long time coming, and the first reports even got the directions and
who-hit-whom wrong. The above is the latest, and recalls one of five scenarios from the old
Watch Out For The Other Guy public-service announcement campaign from the 1960s.

Guess whom Sid and Gladys ran into last weekend? [Cue two horn blares and a
screech of brakes] Hank and Marilyn.

(And you can read a feature about the old WOFTOG campaign in the archives of The New
York Times.)

Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/jU13YhCzE-Y

But Joe Biden forgot!

As tragic as the death of Jackie Walorski was, the spectacle of the President forgetting she
had died is worse. He should have remembered. After all, he issued a statement of
condolence on the day she died. And this latest story shows that he would have had ever
reason to be sincere. Serving as Ranking Member on the House Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct wasn’t her only claim to fame. She also took part, with several Democratic
Members, to bring back the White House Conference on Hunger. The White House hadn’t
had such a conference since 1969, according to CNN. CNAV happens to believe that just
leaving people alone would solve the problem. But this is a typical Democratic issue, and she
was willing to have a part in it. So one would expect him to pay her tribute yesterday at the
event.

https://www.nytimes.com/1966/07/11/archives/advertising-watch-out-for-the-other-guy.html
https://youtu.be/jU13YhCzE-Y
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/28/politics/white-house-hunger-conference-food-insecurity/index.html
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CNN, The New York Times, NPR, and other organs tell us what he really did. Mark Stevens
at Red Right Daily and Erick-Woods Erickson have other comments. President Biden started
out as any normal person would:

I want to thank all of you here … including bipartisan elected officials like
Representative [Jim] McGovern, Senator [Mike] Braun, Senator [Cory] Booker,
Representative …

And that’s when everything went sour.

Jackie are you here? Where’s Jackie? … I think she was going to be here to help
make this a reality.

Where’s Jackie!? WTF! Even The New York Times admitted that he did not correct himself
afterward.

"Jackie are you here? Where's Jackie?"

Rep. Jackie Walorski (R-IN) died in a car accident in August
pic.twitter.com/cHc3b7zPmE

— Charlie Spiering (@charliespiering) September 28, 2022

Karine Jean-Pierre fumbles

But even that wasn’t the worst part. Several White House correspondents pressed White
House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre on that episode, and it went badly. Now if a Press
Secretary needs to cover for a boss who had such a lapse of time orientation, surely she
should have a line ready to feed to anyone who asks. So when ABC’s Cecilia Vega repeated
Biden’s lines, Jean-Pierre should have said:

The President was honoring someone who was there in spirit, and who had taken as
great a part in making the event possible than the other Members of Congress he
named.

Instead, she said Jackie Walorski was “on top of mind for the President.” The correspondents
wouldn’t let that rest, and every remark she made after that became lamer than the last. Mr.
Stevens collected several tweets containing video clips, showing how Jean-Pierre let her
frustration get the better of her.

https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/28/politics/biden-jackie-walorski-hunger-conference/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/28/politics/biden-jackie-walorski-hunger-conference/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/28/us/politics/biden-jackie-walorski.html
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/28/1125591160/biden-jackie-walorski
https://redrightdaily.com/gaffe-by-biden-is-only-topped-by-white-house-press-secretarys-obstinance-watch/
https://ewerickson.substack.com/p/are-bidens-brain-aneurysms-affecting
https://t.co/cHc3b7zPmE
https://twitter.com/charliespiering/status/1575136322389409792?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Reporter: "What happened when Biden said where is Jackie Walorski?"

Jean-Pierre: "The president was acknowledging her incredible work."

Reporter: "He said 'Jackie, Jackie, where is Jackie?'"

Jean-Pierre: "She was clearly on top of his mind." pic.twitter.com/y1TljVg1BW

— Greg Price (@greg_price11) September 28, 2022

CNN's @Phil_Mattingly: "I'm trying to get my head around the response. [Walorski]
was top of mind for [Biden] & her family was…here & that's what he was thinking
about? Why was he looking for her?"

KJP: "I think people can understand…when someone is at top of mind."
pic.twitter.com/Hy0MKWTamx

— Curtis Houck (@CurtisHouck) September 28, 2022

.@CBSNewsRadio's @StevenPortnoy: "Can you explain where the mistake was
made? Did the President–was [he] confused? Was there something…in the
teleprompter…he didn't recognize? Can you just help us understand?"

KJP: "I mean, you're jumping to a lot of conclusions" pic.twitter.com/rrvZyFKUJ0

— Curtis Houck (@CurtisHouck) September 28, 2022

None of the legacy media outlets cited, offered any excuse for her behavior, nor for that of
the President.

Mr. Erickson suggested something even darker – that the President’s staff are taking
advantage of his infirmity to promote their agenda. And they are doing so against his better
judgment, or “instincts.” But in this case, either they failed to brief him, forgot to remind him
that Jackie Walorski is dead – or they did remind him, and he forgot.

Now Jackie Walorski makes the news again – for a sad reason

What does this mean? For one thing, it means America exchanged one old man as
President, about whom people tried to allege an infirmity, for another who has removed all
doubt on that score – in his own case. This takes your editor back to medical school, but Joe
Biden shows signs of losing orientation in all three spheres. In looking for Jackie Walorski, he
lost orientation to time. We have also seen him lose orientation to place – getting lost on a
stage. And he has lost orientation to person – forgetting who he is – on several other
occasions.

https://t.co/y1TljVg1BW
https://twitter.com/greg_price11/status/1575185975629602817?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/Phil_Mattingly?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/Hy0MKWTamx
https://twitter.com/CurtisHouck/status/1575189404926312449?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/CBSNewsRadio?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/stevenportnoy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/rrvZyFKUJ0
https://twitter.com/CurtisHouck/status/1575192021857456134?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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For another, it means he has a press secretary with the worst command of language of
anyone who has ever served in that role. And for a third, maybe – just maybe – even the
legacy media is losing patience with him.

That could mean something darker than one might suppose. They’re never going to say,
“Trump was right.” (Some might; most won’t.) But they might be trying to draft Hillary Clinton
to run for President in 2024 instead of Joe Biden. True, she’s a venal shakedown artist who
often breaks alliances. But with this latest Jackie Walorski flap, Biden just went off-script in
one of the worst ways yet. So the legacy media especially would prefer someone who at
least will stick to a script. Better the politician who knows who and where she is (and what
time and day), than one who doesn’t.


